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Lawrie Lindeen is used to dealing
with offtarget press. The media once
regularly accosted the girlkband-rocker
during her musica hr_-xdm not o '*r*ui'ﬂ
about her rock passions and falents, b
instead to teret gossip '_:||::-_-:|. har then-
famous boyiriend |and now husband)
former Replacements front man, Paul Westerberg.

ndeen’s memoir Petal Pusher describes the author's
journey though her twenties '_1||'_i I|| ities as a founding
member of the band Zuzu's Petals. The book has met

with similarky no :pn“‘{m press; according to inferviews

with Lind |:|:| ailers are marketing the b
as a straight droll memair, a distinet
overs !".|_;|I+IC i this coming-otoge story.
Vhile Petal Pusher certainky explores the cow
and frequenthy
wolis music scene, the
s more than an alkgirl band chasing after
the cliché rock image of sex, drugs, and rock-and
rall, Lin

11143 h]'l.lfi—.".". anch fir llfTII!.'lel". J|'II.':If'I SVEDNY

assments for full vi wing Hl-lb’ l.']—"[‘:" |-—~"J ning
vitar in her twenfies with only a modified

Vv _'.[ the || ink System” touted in the Music
Man as her 1|-':| principle. She shows the gueling
and financially un-e c'ding realiies faced on tour by
b - -'..-,.ﬁ She |

wticularh-tamous band. She lays out exact

of reviews both praising and—often painfully—

Reviewed by Catherine Hooper

But it's the personal angle in Pefa
Fusher that really caplures read
interests and hearts. lindeen freahy
explores difficult personal topics i'.:lhdinq
her parents’ messy divorce, her struggle b

bilitating bout with
multiple sclerosis, and her daily challenge
to face the fear that this same disease |r|t_]hl reappear
and cripple her. Whils Zuzu's Pet
dominaled mus of the late
gral part of Llindeen’s memaoir, the book als
paints poignant pictures of her aftempts fo cl
wh s, what she wants, and whethe
avalanche of determination and persiste
o generate fame and happinass.
n Petal Pusher, the stage is where Z J?L'a F’:ﬂ ils
members explore such intimate questi and
where their musical and pe || Lindesn
JnJ company sp
OpESs rI--::-..g.: abused drums
quitar strings, and belted
iy, As the group’s e
lindeer s ba
felt ughy an |r'|'| v sweat, a
detox... I'm not a victim of :;“,‘P*u g except unrealisiic
dreams and believing in musicals.” Thi
anthem of the book, a summation of how liv
rock life can both enslave the ro“'r\nr and set her free.
Petal Pusher is o complicated, welbwritten,
wat explores lindeen's |'|I:—.=.'ru,. hrl'.-:_]_:_._l'.-.' o translate
: parsonal into the musical,
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